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•

SUMMARY OF FACULTY SENATE MEETING 11/14/05
CALL TO ORDER

Chair Bankston called the meeting to order at 3:20 P.M.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Motion to approve the minutes of the October 24, 2005 meeting as
submitted by Senator Mitra; second by Senator Hitlan. Motion
passed.

CALL FOR PRESS IDENTIFICATION

Emily Christensen, Courier and Lisa Dahlke, Northern Iowan were
present.

COMMENTS FROM INTERIM PROVOST LUBKER

•

Chair Bankston reported that Provost Lubker was attending a
meeting out of town.

COMMENTS FROM FACULTY CHAIR, SUE JOSLYN

Faculty Chair Joslyn stated that the Plagiarism and Professional
Ethics group will be meeting this Friday at noon.
She also noted that there was a discrepancy in the information
on Regents Award for Faculty Excellence and the deadline has
been extended to Wednesday, November 16.

COMMENTS FROM CHAIR, RONNIE

Chair Bankston shared items from the recent Board of Regents
meeting, held in Iowa City at the beginning of the month, noting
one of the issues that was discussed was the possibility of
establishing a common numbering system for matching courses at
all three of the Regents' institutions, University of Iowa, Iowa
State and University of Northern Iowa .

•
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The Regents asked for a study and examination of the differences
between modes of distance education delivery of the three
institutions, looking at efficiency in delivery.
Chair Bankston distributed a report, showing the programs
offered by UNI by distance education.
Another docketed item that was discussed at the BOR meeting,
which Chair Bankston distributed, was a report showing the
racial/ethnic minority student enrollment as a percentage at the
three Regents institutions, the racial/ethnic minority
tenured/tenure track faculty, women tenured/tenure track faculty
as a percentage of total tenure/tenure tract faculty, the oneyear retention rate of new, direct-from-high-school freshmen,
and the six-year graduation rate of new, direct-from-high-school
freshmen, all as of fall 2004.
Chair Bankston also reported that the BOR addressed the
presidency search by approving a motion to seek an outside
search firm and a motion giving Regent Gartner permission to
begin to put together a search committee.

•

ONGOING BUSINESS

799

Parking Resolution

Chair Bankston reported that the request for information on
parking from the last meeting has gone to David Zarifis,
Director, UNI Public Safety, and the issue will be brought back
to the Senate when that information is available.

CONSIDERATION OF DOCKETED ITEMS

of Sociology, Anthropology and Criminology, effective 6/99
Motion to approve by Senator VanWormer; second by Senator
Soneson. Motion passed.

802

•

Resolution on Interruption of Classes by Public Safety
Personnel

Frank Thompson and Hans Isakson, United Faculty, and David
Zarifis, Director, UNI Public Safety were present.

j

3

•

Dr. Isakson summarized the sequence of events leading to this
resolution.
Motion to accept by Senator Hitlan; second by Senator VanWormer.
A lengthy and lively discussion followed.
Voting to approve the resolution, "Public Safety personnel at
the University of Northern Iowa shall not interrupt the teaching
of any member of the faculty, unless an emergency situation
exists.
Emergency is defined, as any immediate danger to life
or property," did not pass.
Motion by Senator Weeg to form a committee of Public Safety
representatives, faculty representatives, students and staff to
develop a public policy in writing dealing with the interruption
of classes for non-emergency situations, and asking Public
Safety Director David Zarifis to construct the group; second by
Senator Mvuyekure.
Motion passed.

•

ADJOURNMENT
DRAFT FOR SENATOR'S REVIEW
MINUTES OF THE UNIVERSITY FACULTY SENATE MEETING
11/14/05
1627

PRESENT:

Rob

Absent: Maria Basom, Paul Gray, Melissa Heston, Shasha
Kaparthi, Susan Koch, James Lubker, Phil Patton, Laura Strauss

CALL TO ORDER

Chair Bankston called the meeting to order at 3:20 P.M .

•

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
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•

Motion to approve the minutes of the October 24, 2005 meeting as
submitted by Senator Mitra; second by Senator Hitlan. Motion
passed.

CALL FOR PRESS IDENTIFICATION

Emily Christensen, Courier and Lisa Dahlke, Northern Iowan were
present.

COMMENTS FROM INTERIM PROVOST LUBKER

Chair Bankston reported that Provost Lubker was attending a
meeting out of town today.

COMMENTS FROM FACUTY CHAIR, SUE JOSLYN

•

Faculty Chair Joslyn stated that the Plagiarism and Professional
Ethics group will be meeting Friday at noon and she will be
sending out a notice to those that are on that list .
She also noted that there was a discrepancy in the information
that she sent out on the Regents Award for Faculty Excellence
and what was posted on the Provost's website regarding the date
the package was due. The deadline for the individual college
senates to submit the packages has been extended to Wednesday,
November 16.

COMMENTS FROM CHAIR BANKSTON

He noted that one of the issues that was discussed was the
possibility of establishing a universal numbering system for
common courses at the Regents' institutions, University of Iowa,
Iowa State and University of Northern Iowa. After discussion the
focus was more directed to freshman and sophomore courses and
then moved to just the general liberal arts core courses.
There
will an examination of a possible universal numbering system at
some level .

•
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The Regents asked for a study that examines differences between
modes of distance education delivery. They appear to be looking
at efficiency in delivery.
Chair Bankston noted that there was a report, which he
distributed, showing the distance education programs offered by
UNI as of this month. The report includes the number of
students enrolled in each program and the mode of delivery.
Another docketed item that was discussed at the BOR meeting,
which Chair Bankston distributed, was a report showing the
racial/ethnic minority student enrollment as a percentage at the
three Regents institutions, the racial/ethnic minority
tenured/tenure track faculty, women tenured/tenure track faculty
as a percentage of total tenure/tenure tract faculty, the oneyear retention rate of new, direct-from-high-school freshmen,
and the six-year graduation rate of new, direct-from-high-school
freshmen, all as of fall 2004.

•

Chair Bankston also reported that the BOR approved the process
by which the search for a new president at UNI would be done.
The BOR also approved a motion to seek an outside search firm
and a motion giving Regent Gartner permission to put together a
search committee.
It is his understanding that the search
committee will most likely be finalized when the BOR meets at
UNI in December.

ONGOING BUSINESS

799

Parking Resolution

parking has gone to

CONSIDERATION OF DOCKETED ITEMS

801 Request for Emeritus Status, James G. Chadney, Department
of Sociology, Anthropology and Criminology, effective 6/99

•

Motion to approve by Senator VanWormer; second by Senator
Soneson .
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•

Dr. Bev Kopper noted that she had worked with Dr. Chadney on
several committees and team-taught a course with him; he was an
individual who was very committed to students, dedicated to
higher education and quality experiences for UNI students.
She
would support granting emeritus status for Dr. Chadney.
Senator VanWormer stated that when he served as the Interim Dean
of the College of Social and Behavioral Sciences, the faculty
enjoyed him, he was open to the faculty and he is well
remembered by the faculty.
Motion passed.

802

Resolution on Interruption of Classes by Public Safety
Personnel

Frank Thompson and Hans Isakson, United Faculty, and David
Zarifis, Director, UNI Public Safety were present.

•

Dr. Isakson summarized the sequence of events leading to this
resolution.
He stated in February 2004 representatives from UNI
Public Safety entered a classroom on campus, asking the
instructor to step outside.
The instructor was concerned;
thinking there was an emergency or there had been a death.
He
stepped outside the classroom with officers and was told that
they were there to inform him that a report had been filed,
reporting he was using loud, abusive and profane language, that
students and staff could overhear, and they felt intimidated,
enough so to call campus security.
The officers informed him
that he should not use that kind of language, in a manner that
others would find objectionable. A discussion followed with the
professor asking if he was being arrested, charged or detained.
The officers replied that he was not being charged but they were

complaint and referred him to Lt. Doug Main, who would also not
divulge the source but could explain why he could not be told
who had filed the complaint.
The instructor returned to the
classroom to continue his class, with the students being visibly
upset and concerned, as they did not know what had happened.
The instructor briefly explained what had happened.

•

There was an informal attempt to resolve this matter without
success. The incident came to the attention of the Committee on
Academic Freedom, which is chaired by Dr. Isakson.
The
committee looked at the facts surrounding the incident and

.

'
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determined it was worth further investigation.
In the
investigation process they met with the instructor and invited
witnesses who were present when the loud and profane language
was used. The students that had overheard the incident met with
the committee; others were invited but declined.
Based on the
information the committee collected from the interviews the
committee found that it was an unsubstantiated intrusion on the
professor's academic freedom to have his teaching interrupted in
this way. The committee formulated a policy change that was
forwarded to the central committee of the United Faculty. The
committee deliberated and voted to support the recommendation,
and it was forwarded by United Faculty President, Frank
Thompson, to President Koob with the request that the cabinet
adopt this policy.
President Koob responded, which the
committee reviewed, and it was noted in the response that the
committee had not met with the director of Public Safety, David
Zarifis. Mr. Zarifis had been invited to meet with the
committee but did not accept. After communicating with
President Koob, they again extended the invitation to meet to
Mr. Zarifis, which they did.
The matter was discussed at length
and the committee waited for a response from the administration,
which did not come. A follow-up recommendation was sent to
President Koob asking that the policy be adopted.
The committee
has not yet heard back on this from the administration and after
meeting, voted to bring the resolution to the Faculty Senate,
asking the Senate to join United Faculty in their recommendation
to the President, asking that the Cabinet adopt this resolution.
Frank Thompson, President, United Faculty, noted that he has
copies of the original letter that was sent to President Koob on
October 5, 2004, his response of October 21, 2004 indicating
that upon review by Public Safety that they would be addressing
this particular issue, a follow-up letter from United Faculty
dated November 8, 2004 stating that Mr. Zarifis had been given

in terms of a review of this proposed policy, another letter
dated June 9, 2005 was sent to the University Cabinet indicating
they would be willing to help in whatever way possible to
provide information about the issue and why they felt it was an
important issue relating to the academic freedom of the faculty
member.

~

In anticipation of questions from the Senate, Dr. Isakson spoke
to the directors of Public Safety at University of Iowa, Iowa
State University and Drake University, inquiring if they have

,·
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similar policies, and how they would respond to a similar type
of situation.
At the University of Iowa there is no particular university
policy that deals with the interruption of classes for nonemergency type situations by Public Safety personnel. The
director commented that the normal procedure is to never enter
classes that are in session if there is not a disturbance or a
request by the instructor.
If they have a warrant to deliver
they would do so using non-uniformed officers and attempt to
deliver that outside of the class, whether waiting outside the
classroom for the student to leave or to enter.
The director
did not remember any incident in the past 15 years where campus
security entered a classroom while it was in session for any
reason.
The same type of information was reported from Iowa State; there
is no university policy addressing the interruption of classes
for non-emergency situations.
They also reported that they
would use good judgment and never enter a classroom unless the
health or safety of someone was at risk.
There was also no
recollection of there every being a situation of this type.

•

At Drake the information was also very similar, that they do not
have a policy per say that deals with the interruption of
classes for non-emergency situations. They did emphasize that
they would not interrupt a class to question a faculty member.
The Public Safety director reported that in 30 years there had
never been an incident where public safety officers entered a
classroom while it was in session for a non-emergency situation.
Motion to accept by Senator Hitlan; second by Senator VanWormer.
David

Safety, noted that he

are at odds as they understand and support the mission of the
university.
Teaching is the priority and the emphasis of the
university and they want to provide services to assist with
that.

•

Mr. Zarifis noted that Public Safety has changed their
procedures on how they make contact, or don't make contact.
Public Safety will make all attempts to make contact either
prior to or after class.
The only thing that is in policy for.m
is assistance with outside agencies. Outside agencies have
concurrent jurisdiction; if they have a warrant they do not have

9

•

•

to contact Public Safety. They do, however, work with UNI
Public Safety and there have been conversations with the uniform
consensus resulting that they will not make contact during class
time, making contact either prior to or after class.
In terms of the incident at hand, Mr. Zarifis stated that given
the information the officers had at that time, they responded to
the incident based on a safety concern.
He does not fault their
intent; discussion can continue as to when that contact should
have been made, but that is after the fact and he wants to look
forward.
Officers receive information and have to respond
momentarily, and judgment can always be called into question.
They are always looking at better ways to handle situations.
With the issue of classroom contact, does Public Safety still
respond if a student is disruptive in a class and the faculty
asks for assistance? He stated that he is here today to assure
the Senate that he is sensitive to any kind of disruption
anywhere on campus, especially in the classroom. He believes
his officers used the best judgment they had at the time based
on the information they had.
They are looking at the processes
that they use to determine how they react, as they want to make
sure that they are not intrusive but still able to do what they
need to do.
The report that they received was one where that
particular individual's behavior an environment where they did
not feel safe to the point that one individual wanted to be
escorted to their vehicle.
He apologized for not responding to
the committee in a timely manner and the intent that Public
Safety will follow is that any contact will be made prior to or
following class for students and faculty.
In looking at the policy at hand, Mr. Zarifis noted that he
plans to work with Student Services, as he wants to make sure
they, as well as the Provost's Office, are well aware of the
intent and the process.
He assured the Senate that Public

dealt with at that time. There are more issues that need to be
discussed such as how to deal with notifying a parent that is in
class of a sick child.
He stated that he is willing to work
with United Faculty to put together a policy to forward to
President Koob, something that they can all live with and
accomplish what they want it to and yet be unobtrusive.

•

Senator VanWormer wondered about
calls about a sick child and the
to go to the classroom.
In this
secretary be located and sent to

a situation where the school
only way to locate a parent is
case, could the department
the class to inform the parent?

.•
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Wouldn't that be a better way to handle that type of situation?
Mr. Zarifis responded that would be fine during the regular
daytime class hours but what about an evening or night class?
Finding an intermediary would be best but not always an option.
He also noted that they do not, whenever possible, make contact
with anyone while in uniform. And noted that they are looking
at ways to resolve this type of problem.
Vice Chair O'Kane stated that there was also another incident
where a student was served a warrant and asked Mr. Zarifis to
comment. Mr. Zarifis stated that was a situation where there
was a subpoena for an individual.
The County Attorney's office
has requested Cedar Falls Police serve this subpoena and they
had tried numerous times. The subpoena was for this witness to
appear the next day and UNI Public Safety assisted with this.
This is something that they will not be doing again,
interrupting class. They will try to coordinate with the County
Attorney's Office to do this either before or after class. We
need to keep in mind that these agencies have concurrent
jurisdiction and we want to work with them to make sure contact
is not during class.
It is not their intent to be disruptive
and in a situation to cause ill will with faculty .
Dr. Thompson noted that the unfortunate fact is that the faculty
member who originally had his class interrupted was also the
same faculty member whose class was interrupted for the delivery
of the subpoena.
This policy basically speaks to the issue of
when it would actually be appropriate for Public Safety to enter
a classroom.
It says that Public Safety can enter a classroom
if there is an emergency; what it is excluding is the
opportunity for Public Safety to enter a classroom during nonemergency situations. The issue relates to saying that they
won't do this but that doesn't provide protection that it might
not happen again.

~~!!

•

protocol for
they see as the norm.
He cari't say for
certain that there will never be an issue that would not require
them to interrupt a class.
The officers have to respond to the
information they are given. When you have people who feel
threatened in the classroom or work place, to the point they
didn't feel safe in waking to their vehicle, that is an issue.
Whether Public Safety responded appropriately is probably the
issue.
Their concern was to make sure that a particular
individual was safe and they could get to their vehicle safely .
You can fault the procedure but the intent was nothing more than
genuine.

,'
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Senator Weeg commented that it is difficult to assess when
something is an emergency and when it isn't.
Even in this
proposed policy where an emergency is defined, it is still a
human assessment as to whether the professor was so angry that
something could have occurred in class.
It is a good idea to
have policies such as this in writing but emergencies are hard
to assess.
She asked if the policy on Cooperation with Outside Agencies is
a public policy that the Senate has access to.
Mr. Zarifis
responded that it is in the Policies and Procedures Handbook.
She noted that UNI Public Safety is not serving the subpoenas.
Mr. Zarifis responded that they are assisting those outside
agencies as they are on UNI jurisdiction when serving subpoenas.
There is nothing to say that they would have to contact UNI
Public Safety to serve a subpoena or do other related work.

•

Dr. Isakson commented that he would like to commend Mr. Zarifis
for reviewing their internal procedures. He also remarked that
internal procedures are subject to change at any time Public
Safety feels is needed, particularly when there's a change in
personnel. UNI is a very safe campus but if things should
change as to the personnel in Public Safety, there could well be
changes in these internal policies. This is why he is urging
support for this resolution so that the policy becomes part of
the Policy and Procedures Manual.
He agrees with Senator Weeg
in what constitutes an emergency is subject to judgment and he
would depend on the professional good judgment of the Department
of Public Safety Personnel to make that call.
Senator Soneson asked if the officers in either of the cases
considered the situation an emergency. Mr. Zarifis responded

•

the information they are given.
If they error, they error on
the side of safety.
Public Safety operates within parameters
and they need to be given guidance, but they also need to have
latitude to respond as they feel best at that particular time.
It seems that half of his time is spent apologizing for what
Public Safety did and the other half apologizing for what they
didn't do.
He doesn't want the process to get to where they
don't trust the judgment of each other; we're both here for the
same reason, to provide the best education we can in the best
environment possible.
In hindsight, it would have been better
to make that contact either before or after class.
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Senator Soneson continued that even if this policy had been in
place the officers in the one case would have gone into the room
anyway, considering it an emergency. Mr. Zarifis replied that
this is what we are looking at, and he's willing to revise the
procedures so that the only time contact is made is with
authorization by himself or the Associate Director. We do have
to allow, at some point, officers the discretion to determine if
it is an emergency, emphasizing the need to look at all that's
involved and what is the potential for what could happen.
The
bottom line is we have to trust their judgment.
Senator Soneson commented that it sounds that if this policy had
been in place, the officers would have judged the situation an
emergency and gone in anyway.
In hindsight though, it wasn't
quite the emergency it was thought to be.
Is something else
needed that might be important at this point, perhaps training
or something that would help officers judge better when it is
really essential to interrupt class? He's not sure this policy
alone will do it. What would this policy add so that the
situation in question would not have occurred?

•

Dr. Isakson responded that he would disagree, that if this
policy was in place, and had been in place for some time, and
there had been time for Public Safety to train their people
appropriately, that this incident would not have occurred.
It
was also dependent on good judgment because at the time of the
incident there was not a disturbance in the classroom; there was
no immediate threat to anyone's safety or property.
There was
still an incident that precipitated this and that would have
been handled outside of the classroom, if the policy had been in
place.
Dr. Isakson also added that in his discussion with the director

presence of Public Safety entering a classroom where a dangerous
person who at the time was not exhibiting any kind of threat
trigger that person to act in a dangerous manner?

•

Senator Licari stated that he agrees that there should be some
type of guiding policy for the actions of Public Safety officers
and it appears there is an internal one. However, he is
skeptical about the proposed policy, and agrees with Mr. Zarifis
in that it seems to be restrictive in that it tries to define
what a policy is, removing officer discretion. Might there be
other times when a Public Safety Officer feels it is appropriate
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to enter a classroom, for example notification of a sick child.
Say it is a three-hour seminar night class, is the officer to
wait around outside the class until the class is over? It seems
tight in terms of defining an emergency and would it be
reasonable to back off on that part of the policy?
Senator Mitra remarked that he had the same concern, and that
Mr. Zarifis' concern is not whether this policy would not make a
difference but the restrictiveness of the policy. Mr. Zarifis
responded that he is not able to define an emergency, and there
are some emergencies that they will not respond to simply
because of their equipment.
The intent is to have a good
working relationship, to trust that Public Safety will respond
in the manner that is appropriate and will use good judgment.
He also noted that they will not be right all the time but there
has to be that trust generated, not only with faculty but the
student population as well.
He is accountable to everyone in
this room and if issues arise as we go along he's willing to sit
down and examine them.

•

Senator Tallakson noted that if the situation was reversed,
while teaching a class and a student acted in that manner, the
majority here would probably want the option to call in Public
Safety for help.
Mr. Zarifis asked it that situation would be called in, would it
be called an emergency? He also noted that they have had
requests to remove students that are intoxicated.
Is this
something that they should deny, and wait until after class?
Parameters need to be set and then use good judgment. And if
good judgment is not used, he will report to the Senate and
explain why. A policy cannot be written that will address each
circumstance but one can be constructed that has general
parameters.
If there are other circumstances that arise,
he

Senator VanWormer noted that her concern was the same as Senator
Tallakson's, as that had happened at another university she was
associated with. And if she were in that situation she would
want someone to call the police or public safety and would hate
to have them say that they couldn't enter the classroom.
She
would like to keep that part of the policy open. She would like
to see a policy that pertains to warrants .

•

Mr. Thompson stated that the current discussion represented an
improvement in the dialogue between parties. Over a year ago,
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this particular policy was provided to Public Safety and United
Faculty asked for feedback as to how it could be re-written or
re-developed.
They have received assurances that internally
there have been changes to address the problems that occurred
relating to this incident but they have not received anything in
the way of a substantive proposal which everyone can see.
If
there is no problem in terms of making the internal correction,
than shouldn't it be made available to everyone on campus so we
know exactly how that process is going to be carried out? That
is all they are asking for and maybe this proposal isn't the
right way to approach it. Maybe through dialogue with the
Public Safety Office we can define what that process will be.
That should be available to everyone on campus so they'll know
what's going to happen.
Senator Soneson asked for clarification, if they were asking for
a public written policy that is available to everyone. Mr.
Thompson replied that yes, that is what he is asking for.

•

Dr. Isakson responded in regard to interruption of teaching by
an unruly or intoxicated student, the university already has a
policy to deal with that and they are not suggesting that that
policy be changed.
Regarding notification of a death or
illness, he raised that issue with the directors of Public
Safety at the other Iowa universities and their response was
that they would not interrupt a classroom to deliver such a
notification but that they would work with those involved, the
department heads and deans, to give them the opportunity to
deliver such a notice.

pleased to see, while looking through the documents, that there
has been some movement between the two parties, especially in
the area of warrants.

•

It seems that there are two critical points where there is
disagreement, Chair Bankston continued.
The first being, what
are the conditions that warrant entry by Public Safety officers
and second, who contacts faculty in other emergency situations.
If we go with the existing proposal as it is constructed, the
policy needs to be somewhat modified where the last part would
read, "Northern Iowa should not interrupt the teaching of any
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member of the faculty unless there is a clear and present
danger.
Other possible emergency situations that occur between
8:00 and 5:00 Monday through Friday, such as a death of a family
member or family health problem should be reported to the
department head or department office." This may be the middle
ground that addresses both of those questions.
It leaves a lot
of interpretation and gives flexibility outside of normal
operating hours and tries to address the question of the
department head or the department being the contact point in
case of death or significant family emergency.
Senator Licari commented that in the sense of modifying the
language he would try to build in much more flexibility.
The
comment about not entering the classroom to relay information of
sickness, injury or death, he would be upset if the Public
Safety officer did not do so, he would want that to happen.
His
personal position is that we don't need this policy but if we
are going to have one we need to loosen it up dramatically.

•

Senator Weeg commented that as reported, Iowa, Iowa State and
Drake do not interrupt class if a family member is ill. How is
it that the university has asked our Public Safety department to
deliver these messages of ill family members, as it takes staff
resources to do this? Dr. Isakson responded that Public Safety
personnel at the other Iowa universities do not deliver these
notices; instead they suggest that delivery be accomplished
through the academic unit or departments. They are not
suggesting that they never be delivered under any circumstances
but that Public Safety personnel will not deliver those
messages.
Mr. Zarifis responded that he had no opposition to that policy,
but what kind of process could be implemented as he would need
after hours contact numbers.
Messages of death are not

those situations but he does not rule out training others to do
that.
If the faculty is more comfortable with someone from
another area, say the Provost's Office, delivering those
messages, he has no problem with that.

•

Senator Weeg asked if it would be appropriate to recommend that
Public Safety and others meet to develop a public policy
relating to the interruption of classes that addresses concerns
of faculty as well as Public Safety .
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Chair Bankston replied that before the Senate can do that the
body needed to address the motion on the floor.
Chair Bankston asked what constitutes a class or teaching
environment? If faculty are working late at night in a studio
setting, music, art, or theatre, is that a teaching environment?
Senator Weeg also asked if the library is also a teaching
environment.
Dr. Thompson noted that in those circumstances, anyone that is
trying to provide an education to students in some teaching
capacity would be considered a teaching environment. The AAUP
principles speak to being able to teach students unimpeded, the
right to provide an education without interruption.
This policy
may be too narrowly defined.
If faculty are to be assured that
similar instances don't occur in the future we need to have a
public policy that at least gives some indication of the process
in which classes will be interrupted. United Faculty has been
willing to sit down and work that out for over a year and will
wait even longer to work that out with a joint committee.

•

Senator Hitlan asked, in regards to serving warrants, if bounty
hunters have the same rights as local police. Mr. Zarifis
replied that as far as he was concern, on this campus they do
not.
In response to Senator Hitlan's question if there was a
written policy, Mr. Zarifis responded that if they come to him
it would not happen; they are not peace officers in the state of
Iowa.
Voting to approve the resolution, "Public Safety personnel at
the University of Northern Iowa shall not interrupt the teaching
of any member of the faculty, unless an emergency situation
exists.
Emergency is defined, as any immediate danger to life

Motion by Senator Weeg to form a committee of Public Safety
representatives, faculty representatives, students and staff to
develop a public policy in writing dealing with the interruption
of classes for non-emergency situations, and asking Public
Safety Director David Zarifis to construct the group; second by
Senator Mvuyekure.

•

Senator Licari asked what this new committee is supposed to
accomplish? To develop a policy in writing dealing with the
interruption of classes for non-emergency situations, responded
Senator Weeg.
Senator Licari asked if that is to put into
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public record what is already in place in terms of internal
policy on the part of Public Safety, or something beyond that?
Mr. Zarifis suggested we might be better served to have an
established protocol rather than policy to address this?
Various senators asked what the difference was.
responded that a policy is stronger.

Senator Hitlan

Motion passed.
Chair Bankston asked Mr. Zarifis to put together such a
committee, and thanked Mr. Zarifis, Dr. Isakson and Dr. Thompson
for attending today's meeting.

Chair Bankston noted that the next Faculty Senate meeting,
November 28, will docket the Curriculum package.

ADJOURNMENT

•

Motion to adjourn by Senator VanWormer; second by Senator
O'Kane. Motion passed.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,
Dena Snowden
Faculty Senate Secretary

•

